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Public Policy Consulting
• Expertise in energy and telecom

– advocacy
– staff training
– counsel, advising
– expert testimony

• Focus areas:
– climate 
– clean tech/green tech
– improving regulation
– enabling competition

www.rbinz.com
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Colorado’s Clean Air Clean Jobs Act



Public Policy Consulting

Structure of HB10-1365
• Utility must consult with CDPHE on plan to meet current and projected EPA 

clean air rules.

• Utility must file plan with PUC to improve air quality, addressing at least half 
of coal generation up to 900 MW.

• Utility required to conduct various studies:

– Plan impacts on NOx emissions
– Cost of controlling emissions at existing coal plants
– Cost of replacing 900 MW coal generation with natural gas
– Impacts on system reliability

• CDPHE participated in PUC process.

• Any PUC-approved plan had to meet projected EPA rules.

• Air Quality Control Commission incorporated approved plan into State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) for addressing regional haze.

• New law specified some details of regulatory cost recovery
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Highlights of the Proceeding
• Utility filed analyses of ~20 plans (7 basic plans with variations)
• Interventions by large gas and coal interests
• Two very large public hearings
• Prefiled testimony of 91 expert witnesses
• Utility rejected “controls-only” plan
• Utility’s preferred plan was ruled not in compliance with new statute; utility 

filed new plans and identified new preferred plan
• CDPHE rejected some plans as insufficient to meet EPA rules
• Long-term natural gas contract filed for approval
• Motion to disqualify two commissioners
• Hearings in evenings and on Saturdays
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Decisions on PSCo Plants

Unit Size Action Date

Cherokee 1 107 MW Retirement 2011

Cherokee 2 106 MW Retirement 2011

Cherokee 3 152 MW Retirement 2015

Cherokee 4 352 MW Conversion 2017

Arapahoe 3 45 MW Retirement 2013

Arapahoe 4 111 MW Conversion 2014

Valmont 5 186 MW Retirement 2017

Hayden 1 139 MW Controls 2015

Hayden 2 98 MW Controls 2016

Pawnee 505 MW Controls 2014

Source: Xcel Energy – Summary Report for Investors 2009
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